ARTICLE IV:  TENETS OF FAITH

THIS ASSEMBLY ACCEPTS THE HOLY SCRIPTURES AS THE REVEALED WILL OF GOD, THE ALL-SUFFICIENT RULE OF FAITH AND PRACTICE, AND FOR THE PURPOSE OF MAINTAINING GENERAL UNITY, ADOPTS THE STATEMENT OF FUNDAMENTAL TRUTHS TO WIT:
1. THE SCRIPTURES INSPIRED

THE SCRIPTURES, BOTH OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS, ARE VERBALLY INSPIRED OF GOD AND ARE THE REVELATION OF GOD TO MAN, THE INFALLIBLE, AUTHORITATIVE RULE OF FAITH AND CONDUCT (II TIMOTHY 3:15-17; I THESSALONIANS 2:13; II PETER 1:21).
2 TIMOTHY 3:15-17 (NLT)
15. YOU HAVE BEEN TAUGHT THE HOLY SCRIPTURES FROM CHILDHOOD, AND THEY HAVE GIVEN YOU THE WISDOM TO RECEIVE THE SALVATION THAT COMES BY TRUSTING IN CHRIST JESUS.
16. ALL SCRIPTURE IS INSPIRED BY GOD AND IS USEFUL TO TEACH US WHAT IS TRUE AND TO MAKE US REALIZE WHAT IS WRONG IN OUR LIVES. IT CORRECTS US WHEN WE ARE WRONG AND TEACHES US TO DO WHAT IS RIGHT. 
17. GOD USES IT TO PREPARE AND EQUIP HIS PEOPLE TO DO EVERY GOOD WORK.
1 THESSALONIANS 2:13 (NLT)
13. THEREFORE, WE NEVER STOP THANKING GOD THAT WHEN YOU RECEIVED HIS MESSAGE FROM US, YOU DIDN’T THINK OF OUR WORDS AS MERE HUMAN IDEAS. YOU ACCEPTED WHAT WE SAID AS THE VERY WORD OF GOD—WHICH, OF COURSE, IT IS. AND THIS WORD CONTINUES TO WORK IN YOU WHO BELIEVE.
2 PETER 1:21 (NLT)
21. OR FROM HUMAN INITIATIVE. NO, THOSE PROPHETS WERE MOVED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, AND THEY SPOKE FROM GOD.
2. THE ONE TRUE GOD

THE ONE TRUE GOD HAS REVEALED HIMSELF AS THE ETERNALLY SELF-EXISTENT “I AM,” THE CREATOR OF HEAVEN AND EARTH AND THE REDEEMER OF MANKIND. HE HAS FURTHER REVEALED HIMSELF AS EMBODYING THE PRINCIPLES OF RELATIONSHIP AND ASSOCIATION AS FATHER, SON, AND HOLY GHOST (DEUTERONOMY 6:4; ISAIAH 43:10-11; MATTHEW 28:19; LUKE 3:22).
DEUTERONOMY 6:4 (NLT)
4. “LISTEN, O ISRAEL! THE LORD IS OUR GOD, THE LORD ALONE.
ISAIAH 43:10-11 (NLT)

10. “BUT YOU ARE MY WITNESSES, O ISRAEL!” SAYS THE LORD. “YOU ARE MY SERVANT. YOU HAVE BEEN CHOSEN TO KNOW ME, BELIEVE IN ME, AND UNDERSTAND THAT I ALONE AM GOD. THERE IS NO OTHER 
GOD—THERE NEVER HAS BEEN, AND THERE NEVER WILL BE.

11. I, YES I, AM THE LORD, AND THERE IS NO OTHER SAVIOR.
MATTHEW 28:19 (NLT)

19. THEREFORE, GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL THE NATIONS, BAPTIZING THEM IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON AND THE HOLY SPIRIT. 
LUKE 3:22 (NLT)

22. AND THE HOLY SPIRIT, IN BODILY FORM, DESCENDED ON HIM LIKE A DOVE. AND A VOICE FROM HEAVEN SAID, “YOU ARE MY DEARLY LOVED SON, AND YOU BRING ME GREAT JOY.
3. THE DEITY OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST

THE LORD JESUS CHRIST IS THE ETERNAL SON OF GOD. THE SCRIPTURES DECLARE:

a. HIS VIRGIN BIRTH (MATTHEW 1:23; LUKE 1:31,35)
MATTHEW 1:23 (NLT)


23. “LOOK! THE VIRGIN WILL CONCEIVE A CHILD! SHE WILL GIVE BIRTH TO A SON, AND THEY WILL CALL HIM IMMANUEL, WHICH MEANS ‘GOD IS WITH US.’”

LUKE 1:31-35 (NLT)


31. YOU WILL CONCEIVE AND GIVE BIRTH TO A SON, AND YOU WILL NAME HIM JESUS.

35. THE ANGEL REPLIED, “THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL COME UPON YOU, AND THE POWER OF THE MOST HIGH WILL OVERSHADOW YOU. SO THE BABY TO BE BORN WILL BE HOLY, AND HE WILL BE CALLED THE SON OF GOD. 


b. HIS SINLESS LIFE (HEBREWS 7:26; I PETER 2:22)

HEBREWS 7:26 (NLT)


26. HE IS THE KIND OF HIGH PRIEST WE NEED BECAUSE HE IS HOLY AND BLAMELESS, UNSTAINED BY SIN. HE HAS BEEN SET APART FROM SINNERS AND HAS BEEN GIVEN THE HIGHEST PLACE OF HONOR IN HEAVEN.

1 PETER 2:22 (NLT)


22. HE NEVER SINNED, NOR EVER DECEIVED ANYONE.


c. HIS MIRACLES (ACTS 2:22; ACTS 10:38)
ACTS 2:22 (NLT)


22. “PEOPLE OF ISRAEL, LISTEN! GOD PUBLICLY ENDORSED JESUS THE NAZARENE BY DOING POWERFUL MIRACLES, WONDERS, AND SIGNS THROUGH HIM, AS YOU WELL KNOW

ACTS 10:38 (NLT)


38. AND YOU KNOW THAT GOD ANOINTED JESUS OF NAZARETH WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT AND WITH POWER. THEN JESUS WENT AROUND DOING GOOD AND HEALING ALL WHO WERE OPPRESSED BY THE DEVIL, FOR GOD WAS WITH HIM.


d. HIS SUBSTITUTIONARY WORK ON THE CROSS (I CORINTHIANS 15:3; II 

CORINTHIANS 5:21)
1 CORINTHIANS 15:3 (NLT)


3. I PASSED ON TO YOU WHAT WAS MOST IMPORTANT AND WHAT HAD ALSO BEEN PASSED ON TO ME. CHRIST DIED FOR OUR SINS, JUST AS THE SCRIPTURES SAID. 

2 CORINTHIANS 5:21 (NLT)


21. FOR GOD MADE CHRIST, WHO NEVER SINNED, TO BE THE OFFERING FOR OUR SIN, SO THAT WE COULD BE MADE RIGHT WITH GOD THROUGH CHRIST


e. HIS BODILY RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD (MATTHEW 28:6; LUKE 


24:39; I CORINTHIANS 15:4)
MATTHEW 28:6 (NLT)


6. HE ISN’T HERE! HE IS RISEN FROM THE DEAD, JUST AS HE SAID WOULD HAPPEN. COME, SEE WHERE HIS BODY WAS LYING.

LUKE 24:39 (NLT)


39. LOOK AT MY HANDS. LOOK AT MY FEET. YOU CAN SEE THAT IT’S REALLY ME. TOUCH ME AND MAKE SURE THAT I AM NOT A GHOST, BECAUSE GHOSTS DON’T HAVE BODIES, AS YOU SEE THAT I DO.” 

1 CORINTHIANS 15:4 (NLT)


4. HE WAS BURIED, AND HE WAS RAISED FROM THE DEAD ON THE THIRD DAY, JUST AS THE SCRIPTURES SAID. 


f. HIS EXALTATION TO THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD (ACTS 1:9, 11; ACTS 2:33; 

PHILIPPIANS 2:9-11; HEBREWS 1:3)
ACTS 1:9, 11 (NLT)


9. AFTER SAYING THIS, HE WAS TAKEN UP INTO A CLOUD WHILE THEY WERE WATCHING, AND THEY COULD NO LONGER SEE HIM.

11. “MEN OF GALILEE,” THEY SAID, “WHY ARE YOU STANDING HERE STARING INTO HEAVEN? JESUS HAS BEEN TAKEN FROM YOU INTO HEAVEN, BUT SOMEDAY HE WILL RETURN FROM HEAVEN IN THE SAME WAY YOU SAW HIM GO!”
ACTS 2:33 (NLT)

33. NOW HE IS EXALTED TO THE PLACE OF HIGHEST HONOR IN HEAVEN, AT GOD’S RIGHT HAND. AND THE FATHER, AS HE HAD PROMISED, GAVE HIM THE HOLY SPIRIT TO POUR OUT UPON US, JUST AS YOU SEE AND HEAR TODAY. 

PHILIPPIANS 2:9-11 (NLT)


9. THEREFORE, GOD ELEVATED HIM TO THE PLACE OF HIGHEST HONOR AND GAVE HIM THE NAME ABOVE ALL OTHER NAMES,


10. THAT AT THE NAME OF JESUS EVERY KNEE SHOULD BOW, IN HEAVEN AND ON EARTH AND UNDER THE EARTH,

11. AND EVERY TONGUE CONFESS THAT JESUS CHRIST IS LORD, TO THE GLORY OF GOD THE FATHER.
HEBREWS 1:3 (NLT)

3. THE SON RADIATES GOD’S OWN GLORY AND EXPRESSES THE VERY CHARACTER OF GOD, AND HE SUSTAINS EVERYTHING BY THE MIGHTY POWER OF HIS COMMAND. WHEN HE HAD CLEANSED US FROM OUR SINS, HE SAT DOWN IN THE PLACE OF HONOR AT THE RIGHT HAND OF THE MAJESTIC GOD IN HEAVEN. 
4. THE FALL OF MAN

MAN WAS CREATED GOOD AND UPRIGHT, FOR GOD SAID, “LET US MAKE MAN IN OUR IMAGE, AFTER OUR LIKENESS.”  HOWEVER, MAN BY VOLUNTARY TRANSGRESSION FELL AND THEREBY INCURRED NOT ONLY PHYSICAL DEATH, BUT ALSO SPIRITUAL DEATH, WHICH IS SEPARATION FROM GOD (GENESIS 1:26-27; GENESIS 2:17; GENESIS 3:6; ROMANS 5:12-19).
GENESIS 1:26-27 (NEW LIVING TRANSLATION)



26. THEN GOD SAID, “LET US MAKE HUMAN BEINGS IN OUR IMAGE, TO BE LIKE US. THEY WILL REIGN OVER THE FISH IN THE SEA, THE BIRDS IN THE SKY, THE LIVESTOCK, ALL THE WILD ANIMALS ON THE EARTH, AND THE SMALL ANIMALS THAT SCURRY ALONG THE GROUND.” 


27. SO GOD CREATED HUMAN BEINGS[B] IN HIS OWN IMAGE. IN THE IMAGE OF GOD HE CREATED THEM; MALE AND FEMALE HE CREATED THEM.
GENESIS 2:17 (NLT)

17. EXCEPT THE TREE OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL. IF YOU EAT ITS FRUIT, YOU ARE SURE TO DIE.”

GENESIS 3:6 (NLT)


6. THE WOMAN WAS CONVINCED. SHE SAW THAT THE TREE WAS BEAUTIFUL AND ITS FRUIT LOOKED DELICIOUS, AND SHE WANTED THE WISDOM IT WOULD GIVE HER. SO SHE TOOK SOME OF THE FRUIT AND ATE IT. THEN SHE GAVE SOME TO HER HUSBAND, WHO WAS WITH HER, AND HE ATE IT, TOO.

5. THE SALVATION OF MAN

MAN’S ONLY HOPE OF REDEMPTION IS THROUGH THE SHED BLOOD OF JESUS CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD.
(A)
CONDITIONS OF SALVATION

SALVATION IS RECEIVED THROUGH REPENTANCE TOWARD GOD AND FAITH TOWARD THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. BY THE WASHING OF REGENERATION AND RENEWING OF THE HOLY GHOST, BEING JUSTIFIED BY GRACE THROUGH FAITH, MAN BECOMES AN HEIR OF GOD ACCORDING TO THE HOPE OF ETERNAL LIFE (LUKE 24:47; JOHN 3:3; ROMANS 10:13-15; EPHESIANS 2:8; TITUS 2:11; TITUS 3:5-7).
LUKE 24:47 (NLT)

47. IT WAS ALSO WRITTEN THAT THIS MESSAGE WOULD BE PROCLAIMED IN THE AUTHORITY OF HIS NAME TO ALL THE NATIONS, BEGINNING IN JERUSALEM: ‘THERE IS FORGIVENESS OF SINS FOR ALL WHO REPENT.’ 
JOHN 3:3 (NLT)


3. JESUS REPLIED, “I TELL YOU THE TRUTH, UNLESS YOU ARE BORN AGAIN, YOU CANNOT SEE THE KINGDOM OF GOD.”

ROMANS 10:13-15 (NLT)


13. FOR “EVERYONE WHO CALLS ON THE NAME OF THE LORD WILL BE SAVED.”

14. BUT HOW CAN THEY CALL ON HIM TO SAVE THEM UNLESS THEY BELIEVE IN HIM? AND HOW CAN THEY BELIEVE IN HIM IF THEY HAVE NEVER HEARD ABOUT HIM? AND HOW CAN THEY HEAR ABOUT HIM UNLESS SOMEONE TELLS THEM?

15. AND HOW WILL ANYONE GO AND TELL THEM WITHOUT BEING SENT? THAT IS WHY THE SCRIPTURES SAY, “HOW BEAUTIFUL ARE THE FEET OF MESSENGERS WHO BRING GOOD NEWS!”[B]
EPHESIANS 2:8 (NLT)


8. GOD SAVED YOU BY HIS GRACE WHEN YOU BELIEVED. AND YOU CAN’T TAKE CREDIT FOR THIS; IT IS A GIFT FROM GOD

TITUS 2:11 (NLT)


11. FOR THE GRACE OF GOD HAS BEEN REVEALED, BRINGING SALVATION TO ALL PEOPLE

TITUS 3:5-7 (NLT)


5. HE SAVED US, NOT BECAUSE OF THE RIGHTEOUS THINGS WE HAD DONE, BUT BECAUSE OF HIS MERCY. HE WASHED AWAY OUR SINS, GIVING US A NEW BIRTH AND NEW LIFE THROUGH THE HOLY SPIRIT.


6. HE GENEROUSLY POURED OUT THE SPIRIT UPON US THROUGH JESUS CHRIST OUR SAVIOR.

7. BECAUSE OF HIS GRACE HE DECLARED US RIGHTEOUS AND GAVE US CONFIDENCE THAT WE WILL INHERIT ETERNAL LIFE.” 

(B)
THE EVIDENCES OF SALVATION
THE INWARD EVIDENCE OF SALVATION IS THE DIRECT WITNESS OF THE SPIRIT (ROMANS 8:16). THE OUTWARD EVIDENCE TO ALL MEN IS A LIFE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS AND TRUE HOLINESS (EPHESIANS 4:24; TITUS 2:12).
ROMANS 8:16 (NLT)


16. FOR HIS SPIRIT JOINS WITH OUR SPIRIT TO AFFIRM THAT WE ARE GOD’S CHILDREN. 

EPHESIANS 4:24 (NLT)


24. PUT ON YOUR NEW NATURE, CREATED TO BE LIKE GOD—TRULY RIGHTEOUS AND HOLY

TITUS 2:12 (NLT)

12. AND WE ARE INSTRUCTED TO TURN FROM GODLESS LIVING AND SINFUL PLEASURES. WE SHOULD LIVE IN THIS EVIL WORLD WITH WISDOM, RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND DEVOTION TO GOD

6. ORDINANCES OF THE CHURCH
(A) BAPTISM IN WATER
THE ORDINANCE OF BAPTISM BY IMMERSION IS COMMANDED IN THE SCRIPTURES. ALL WHO REPENTS AND BELIEVE ON CHRIST AS SAVIOR AND LORD ARE TO BE BAPTIZED. THUS, THEY DECLARE TO THE WORLD THAT THEY HAVE DIED WITH CHRIST AND THAT THEY ALSO HAVE BEEN RAISED WITH HIM TO WALK IN NEWNESS OF LIFE (MATTHEW 28:19; MARK16:16;ACTS10:47-48;ROMANS6:4).

MATTHEW 28:19 (NLT)


19. THEREFORE, GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL THE NATIONS,[A] BAPTIZING THEM IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON AND THE HOLY SPIRIT.

MARK 16:16 (NLT)


16. ANYONE WHO BELIEVES AND IS BAPTIZED WILL BE SAVED. BUT ANYONE WHO REFUSES TO BELIEVE WILL BE CONDEMNED.

ACTS 10:47-48 (AMP)


47. CAN ANYONE FORBID OR REFUSE WATER FOR BAPTIZING THESE PEOPLE, SEEING THAT THEY HAVE RECEIVED THE HOLY SPIRIT JUST AS WE HAVE? 

 

48. AND HE ORDERED THAT THEY BE BAPTIZED IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST (THE MESSIAH). THEN THEY BEGGED HIM TO STAY ON THERE FOR SOME DAYS.

ROMANS 6:4 (KJV)

4. THEREFORE WE ARE BURIED WITH HIM BY BAPTISM INTO DEATH: THAT LIKE AS CHRIST WAS RAISED UP FROM THE DEAD BY THE GLORY OF THE FATHER, EVEN SO WE ALSO SHOULD WALK IN NEWNESS OF LIFE.

(B) HOLY COMMUNION
THE LORD’S SUPPER, CONSISTING OF THE ELEMENTS – BREAD AND THE FRUIT OF THE VINE – IS THE SYMBOL EXPRESSING OUR SHARING THE DIVINE NATURE OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST (II PET. 1:4); A MEMORIAL OF HIS SUFFERING AND DEATH (I CORINTHIANS 11:26); AND A PROPHECY OF HIS SECOND COMING (I CORINTHIANS 11:26); AND IS ENJOINED ON ALL BELIEVERS “TILL HE COME!”

2 PETER 1:4 (NKJV)


4. BY WHICH HAVE BEEN GIVEN TO US EXCEEDINGLY GREAT AND PRECIOUS PROMISES, THAT THROUGH THESE YOU MAY BE PARTAKERS OF THE DIVINE NATURE, HAVING ESCAPED THE CORRUPTION THAT IS IN THE WORLD THROUGH LUST.

1 CORINTHIANS 11:26 (NKJV)


26. FOR AS OFTEN AS YOU EAT THIS BREAD AND DRINK THIS CUP, YOU PROCLAIM THE LORD’S DEATH TILL HE COMES.

7. THE BAPTISM IN THE HOLY GHOST
ALL BELIEVERS ARE ENTITLED TO AND SHOULD ARDENTLY EXPECT AND EARNESTLY SEEK THE PROMISE OF THE FATHER—THE BAPTISM IN THE HOLY GHOST AND FIRE, ACCORDING TO THE COMMAND OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST. THIS WAS THE NORMAL EXPERIENCE OF ALL IN THE EARLY CHRISTIAN CHURCH. WITH IT COMES THE ENDUEMENT OF POWER FOR LIFE AND SERVICE, THE BESTOWMENT OF THE GIFTS, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO SPEAKING IN TONGUES, AND THEIR USES IN THE WORK OF THE MINISTRY (LUKE 24:49; ACTS 1:4, 8; I CORINTHIANS 12:1-31). 
LUKE 24:49 (NLT)


49. “AND NOW I WILL SEND THE HOLY SPIRIT, JUST AS MY FATHER PROMISED. BUT STAY HERE IN THE CITY UNTIL THE HOLY SPIRIT COMES AND FILLS YOU WITH POWER FROM HEAVEN.”

ACTS 1:4, 8 (NLT)


4. ONCE WHEN HE WAS EATING WITH THEM, HE COMMANDED THEM, “DO NOT LEAVE JERUSALEM UNTIL THE FATHER SENDS YOU THE GIFT HE PROMISED, AS I TOLD YOU BEFORE.

8 BUT YOU WILL RECEIVE POWER WHEN THE HOLY SPIRIT COMES UPON YOU. AND YOU WILL BE MY WITNESSES, TELLING PEOPLE ABOUT ME EVERYWHERE—IN JERUSALEM, THROUGHOUT JUDEA, IN SAMARIA, AND TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH.”

1 CORINTHIANS 12

  
THIS EXPERIENCE IS DISTINCT FROM AND SUBSEQUENT TO THE EXPERIENCE OF THE NEW BIRTH (ACTS 8:12-17; ACTS 10:44-46; ACTS 11:14-16; ACTS 15:7-9). 
ACTS 8:12-17 (NLT)


12. BUT NOW THE PEOPLE BELIEVED PHILIP’S MESSAGE OF GOOD NEWS CONCERNING THE KINGDOM OF GOD AND THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST. AS A RESULT, MANY MEN AND WOMEN WERE BAPTIZED.

13. THEN SIMON HIMSELF BELIEVED AND WAS BAPTIZED. HE BEGAN FOLLOWING PHILIP WHEREVER HE WENT, AND HE WAS AMAZED BY THE SIGNS AND GREAT MIRACLES PHILIP PERFORMED. 


14. WHEN THE APOSTLES IN JERUSALEM HEARD THAT THE PEOPLE OF SAMARIA HAD ACCEPTED GOD’S MESSAGE, THEY SENT PETER AND JOHN THERE. 

15. AS SOON AS THEY ARRIVED, THEY PRAYED FOR THESE NEW BELIEVERS TO RECEIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT.

16. THE HOLY SPIRIT HAD NOT YET COME UPON ANY OF THEM, FOR THEY HAD ONLY BEEN BAPTIZED IN THE NAME OF THE LORD JESUS.

17. THEN PETER AND JOHN LAID THEIR HANDS UPON THESE BELIEVERS, AND THEY RECEIVED THE HOLY SPIRIT.

ACTS 10:44-46 (NLT)


44. EVEN AS PETER WAS SAYING THESE THINGS, THE HOLY SPIRIT FELL UPON ALL WHO WERE LISTENING TO THE MESSAGE. 

45. THE JEWISH BELIEVERS[A] WHO CAME WITH PETER WERE AMAZED THAT THE GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT HAD BEEN POURED OUT ON THE GENTILES, TOO.

46. FOR THEY HEARD THEM SPEAKING IN TONGUES AND PRAISING GOD.

ACTS 11:14-16 (NLT)


14. HE WILL TELL YOU HOW YOU AND EVERYONE IN YOUR HOUSEHOLD CAN BE SAVED!’ 


15. “AS I BEGAN TO SPEAK,” PETER CONTINUED, “THE HOLY SPIRIT FELL ON THEM, JUST AS HE FELL ON US AT THE BEGINNING. 


16. THEN I THOUGHT OF THE LORD’S WORDS WHEN HE SAID, ‘JOHN BAPTIZED WITH WATER, BUT YOU WILL BE BAPTIZED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT.’

ACTS 15:7-9 (NLT)


7. AT THE MEETING, AFTER A LONG DISCUSSION, PETER STOOD AND ADDRESSED THEM AS FOLLOWS: “BROTHERS, YOU ALL KNOW THAT GOD CHOSE ME FROM AMONG YOU SOME TIME AGO TO PREACH TO THE GENTILES SO THAT THEY COULD HEAR THE GOOD NEWS AND BELIEVE. 

8. GOD KNOWS PEOPLE’S HEARTS, AND HE CONFIRMED THAT HE ACCEPTS GENTILES BY GIVING THEM THE HOLY SPIRIT, JUST AS HE DID TO US. 

9. HE MADE NO DISTINCTION BETWEEN US AND THEM, FOR HE CLEANSED THEIR HEARTS THROUGH FAITH. 

WITH THE BAPTISM IN THE HOLY GHOST COME SUCH EXPERIENCES AS AN OVERFLOWING FULLNESS OF THE SPIRIT (JOHN 7:37-39; ACTS 4:8), 
JOHN 7:37-39 (NLT)


37. ON THE LAST DAY, THE CLIMAX OF THE FESTIVAL, JESUS STOOD AND SHOUTED TO THE CROWDS, “ANYONE WHO IS THIRSTY MAY COME TO ME! 

38. ANYONE WHO BELIEVES IN ME MAY COME AND DRINK! FOR THE SCRIPTURES DECLARE, ‘RIVERS OF LIVING WATER WILL FLOW FROM HIS HEART.’”

39. (WHEN HE SAID “LIVING WATER,” HE WAS SPEAKING OF THE SPIRIT, WHO WOULD BE GIVEN TO EVERYONE BELIEVING IN HIM. BUT THE SPIRIT HAD NOT YET BEEN GIVEN, BECAUSE JESUS HAD NOT YET ENTERED INTO HIS GLORY.)

ACTS 4:8 (NLT)


8. THEN PETER, FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT, SAID TO THEM, “RULERS AND ELDERS OF OUR PEOPLE,

A DEEPENED REVERENCE FOR GOD (ACTS 2:43; HEBREWS 12:28),
ACTS 2:43 (NLT)


43. A DEEP SENSE OF AWE CAME OVER THEM ALL, AND THE APOSTLES PERFORMED MANY MIRACULOUS SIGNS AND WONDERS. 

HEBREWS 12:28 (NLT)


28. SINCE WE ARE RECEIVING A KINGDOM THAT IS UNSHAKABLE, LET US BE THANKFUL AND PLEASE GOD BY WORSHIPING HIM WITH HOLY FEAR AND AWE

AN INTENSIFIED CONSECRATION TO GOD AND DEDICATION TO HIS WORK (ACTS 2:42), 
ACTS 2:42 (NLT)


42. ALL THE BELIEVERS DEVOTED THEMSELVES TO THE APOSTLES’ TEACHING, AND TO FELLOWSHIP, AND TO SHARING IN MEALS (INCLUDING THE LORD’S SUPPER), AND TO PRAYER.

AND A MORE ACTIVE LOVE FOR CHRIST, FOR HIS WORD, AND FOR THE LOST (MARK 16:20).
MARK 16:20 (NLT)


20. AND THE DISCIPLES WENT EVERYWHERE AND PREACHED, AND THE LORD WORKED THROUGH THEM, CONFIRMING WHAT THEY SAID BY MANY MIRACULOUS SIGNS.

8. SANCTIFICATION
SANCTIFICATION IS AN ACT OF SEPARATION FROM THAT WHICH IS EVIL, AND OF DEDICATION UNTO GOD (ROMANS 12:1-2; HEBREWS 13:12; I THESSALONIANS 5:23). 
ROMANS 12:1-2 (NLT)


1. AND SO, DEAR BROTHERS AND SISTERS, I PLEAD WITH YOU TO GIVE YOUR BODIES TO GOD BECAUSE OF ALL HE HAS DONE FOR YOU. LET THEM BE A LIVING AND HOLY SACRIFICE—THE KIND HE WILL FIND ACCEPTABLE. THIS IS TRULY THE WAY TO WORSHIP HIM.

2. DON’T COPY THE BEHAVIOR AND CUSTOMS OF THIS WORLD, BUT LET GOD TRANSFORM YOU INTO A NEW PERSON BY CHANGING THE WAY YOU THINK. THEN YOU WILL LEARN TO KNOW GOD’S WILL FOR YOU, WHICH IS GOOD AND PLEASING AND PERFECT.

HEBREWS 13:12 (NLT)

12. SO ALSO JESUS SUFFERED AND DIED OUTSIDE THE CITY GATES TO MAKE HIS PEOPLE HOLY BY MEANS OF HIS OWN BLOOD. 

1 THESSALONIANS 5:23 (NLT)

 
23. NOW MAY THE GOD OF PEACE MAKE YOU HOLY IN EVERY WAY, AND MAY YOUR WHOLE SPIRIT AND SOUL AND BODY BE KEPT BLAMELESS UNTIL OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST COMES AGAIN. 

SCRIPTURES TEACH A LIFE OF “HOLINESS WITHOUT WHICH NO MAN SHALL SEE THE LORD” (HEBREWS 12:14). 
HEBREWS 12:14 (NLT)


14. WORK AT LIVING IN PEACE WITH EVERYONE, AND WORK AT LIVING A HOLY LIFE, FOR THOSE WHO ARE NOT HOLY WILL NOT SEE THE LORD. 

BY THE POWER OF THE HOLY GHOST, WE ARE ABLE TO OBEY THE COMMAND, “BE YE HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY” (I PETER 1:15-16).
1 PETER 1:15-16 (NLT)


15. BUT NOW YOU MUST BE HOLY IN EVERYTHING YOU DO, JUST AS GOD WHO CHOSE YOU IS HOLY. 

16. FOR THE SCRIPTURES SAY, “YOU MUST BE HOLY BECAUSE I AM HOLY.”
SANCTIFICATION IS REALIZED IN THE BELIEVER BY RECOGNIZING HIS IDENTIFICATION WITH CHRIST IN HIS DEATH AND RESURRECTION, AND BY FAITH RECKONING DAILY UPON THE FACT OF THAT UNION, AND BY OFFERING EVERY FACULTY CONTINUALLY TO THE DOMINION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT (ROMANS 6;1-11, 13; ROMANS 8:1, 2, 13; GALATIANS 2:20; PHILIPPIANS 2:12-13; I PETER 1:5).
ROMANS 6:1-11, 13 (NLT)


1. WELL THEN, SHOULD WE KEEP ON SINNING SO THAT GOD CAN SHOW US MORE AND MORE OF HIS WONDERFUL GRACE? 

2. OF COURSE NOT! SINCE WE HAVE DIED TO SIN, HOW CAN WE CONTINUE TO LIVE IN IT?

3. OR HAVE YOU FORGOTTEN THAT WHEN WE WERE JOINED WITH CHRIST JESUS IN BAPTISM, WE JOINED HIM IN HIS DEATH?

4. FOR WE DIED AND WERE BURIED WITH CHRIST BY BAPTISM. AND JUST AS CHRIST WAS RAISED FROM THE DEAD BY THE GLORIOUS POWER OF THE FATHER, NOW WE ALSO MAY LIVE NEW LIVES. 


5. SINCE WE HAVE BEEN UNITED WITH HIM IN HIS DEATH, WE WILL ALSO BE RAISED TO LIFE AS HE WAS.

6. WE KNOW THAT OUR OLD SINFUL SELVES WERE CRUCIFIED WITH CHRIST SO THAT SIN MIGHT LOSE ITS POWER IN OUR LIVES. WE ARE NO LONGER SLAVES TO SIN.

7. FOR WHEN WE DIED WITH CHRIST WE WERE SET FREE FROM THE POWER OF SIN.

8. AND SINCE WE DIED WITH CHRIST, WE KNOW WE WILL ALSO LIVE WITH HIM. 

9. WE ARE SURE OF THIS BECAUSE CHRIST WAS RAISED FROM THE DEAD, AND HE WILL NEVER DIE AGAIN. DEATH NO LONGER HAS ANY POWER OVER HIM. 

10. WHEN HE DIED, HE DIED ONCE TO BREAK THE POWER OF SIN. BUT NOW THAT HE LIVES, HE LIVES FOR THE GLORY OF GOD.

11. SO YOU ALSO SHOULD CONSIDER YOURSELVES TO BE DEAD TO THE POWER OF SIN AND ALIVE TO GOD THROUGH CHRIST JESUS. 


13. DO NOT LET ANY PART OF YOUR BODY BECOME AN INSTRUMENT OF EVIL TO SERVE SIN. INSTEAD, GIVE YOURSELVES COMPLETELY TO GOD, FOR YOU WERE DEAD, BUT NOW YOU HAVE NEW LIFE. SO USE YOUR WHOLE BODY AS AN INSTRUMENT TO DO WHAT IS RIGHT FOR THE GLORY OF GOD. 
ROMANS 8:1-2, 13 (NLT)


1. SO NOW THERE IS NO CONDEMNATION FOR THOSE WHO BELONG TO CHRIST JESUS.

2. AND BECAUSE YOU BELONG TO HIM, THE POWER OF THE LIFE-GIVING SPIRIT HAS FREED YOU FROM THE POWER OF SIN THAT LEADS TO DEATH. 

13. FOR IF YOU LIVE BY ITS DICTATES, YOU WILL DIE. BUT IF THROUGH THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT YOU PUT TO DEATH THE DEEDS OF YOUR SINFUL NATURE, YOU WILL LIVE. 

GALATIANS 2:20 (NLT)


20. MY OLD SELF HAS BEEN CRUCIFIED WITH CHRIST.[A] IT IS NO LONGER I WHO LIVE, BUT CHRIST LIVES IN ME. SO I LIVE IN THIS EARTHLY BODY BY TRUSTING IN THE SON OF GOD, WHO LOVED ME AND GAVE HIMSELF FOR ME. 

PHILIPPIANS 2:12-13 (NLT)


12. DEAR FRIENDS, YOU ALWAYS FOLLOWED MY INSTRUCTIONS WHEN I WAS WITH YOU. AND NOW THAT I AM AWAY, IT IS EVEN MORE IMPORTANT. WORK HARD TO SHOW THE RESULTS OF YOUR SALVATION, OBEYING GOD WITH DEEP REVERENCE AND FEAR.

13. FOR GOD IS WORKING IN YOU, GIVING YOU THE DESIRE AND THE POWER TO DO WHAT PLEASES HIM.

1 PETER 1:5 (NLT)


5. AND THROUGH YOUR FAITH, GOD IS PROTECTING YOU BY HIS POWER UNTIL YOU RECEIVE THIS SALVATION, WHICH IS READY TO BE REVEALED ON THE LAST DAY FOR ALL TO SEE.

9.
THE CHURCH AND ITS MISSION
THE CHURCH IS THE BODY OF CHRIST, THE HABITATION OF GOD THROUGH THE SPIRIT, WITH DIVINE APPOINTMENTS FOR THE FULFILLMENT OF THE GREAT COMMISSION. EACH BELIEVER, BORN OF THE SPIRIT, IS AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND CHURCH OF THAT FIRSTBORN, WHICH ARE WRITTEN IN HEAVEN (EPHESIANS 1:22-23; EPHESIANS 2:22; HEBREWS 12:23). 
EPHESIANS 1:22-23 (NLT)


22. GOD HAS PUT ALL THINGS UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF CHRIST AND HAS MADE HIM HEAD OVER ALL THINGS FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE CHURCH. 

23. AND THE CHURCH IS HIS BODY; IT IS MADE FULL AND COMPLETE BY CHRIST, WHO FILLS ALL THINGS EVERYWHERE WITH HIMSELF.

EPHESIANS 2:22 (NLT)


22. THROUGH HIM YOU GENTILES ARE ALSO BEING MADE PART OF THIS DWELLING WHERE GOD LIVES BY HIS SPIRIT.

HEBREWS 12:23 (NLT)


23. YOU HAVE COME TO THE ASSEMBLY OF GOD’S FIRSTBORN CHILDREN, WHOSE NAMES ARE WRITTEN IN HEAVEN. YOU HAVE COME TO GOD HIMSELF, WHO IS THE JUDGE OVER ALL THINGS. YOU HAVE COME TO THE SPIRITS OF THE RIGHTEOUS ONES IN HEAVEN WHO HAVE NOW BEEN MADE PERFECT.

SINCE GOD’S PURPOSE CONCERNING HUMANITY IS TO SEEK AND TO SAVE THAT WHICH IS LOST, TO BE WORSHIPPED BY PEOPLE, AND TO BUILD A BODY OF BELIEVERS IN THE IMAGE OF HIS SON, THE PRIORITY REASON-FOR-BEING OF NEW VISION MINISTRIES AS PART OF THE CHURCH IS:
TO BE AN AGENCY OF GOD FOR EVANGELIZING THE WORLD (MATTHEW 28:19-20; MARK 16:15-16; ACTS 1:8)
MATTHEW 28:19-20 (NLT)


19. THEREFORE, GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL THE NATIONS,[A] BAPTIZING THEM IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND THE SON AND THE HOLY SPIRIT. 

20. TEACH THESE NEW DISCIPLES TO OBEY ALL THE COMMANDS I HAVE GIVEN YOU. AND BE SURE OF THIS: I AM WITH YOU ALWAYS, EVEN TO THE END OF THE AGE.”

MARK 16:15-16 (NLT)


15. AND THEN HE TOLD THEM, “GO INTO ALL THE WORLD AND PREACH THE GOOD NEWS TO EVERYONE. 

16. ANYONE WHO BELIEVES AND IS BAPTIZED WILL BE SAVED. BUT ANYONE WHO REFUSES TO BELIEVE WILL BE CONDEMNED.

ACTS 1:8 (NLT)


8. BUT YOU WILL RECEIVE POWER WHEN THE HOLY SPIRIT COMES UPON YOU. AND YOU WILL BE MY WITNESSES, TELLING PEOPLE ABOUT ME EVERYWHERE—IN JERUSALEM, THROUGHOUT JUDEA, IN SAMARIA, AND TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH.”

TO BE A CORPORATE BODY IN WHICH PEOPLE MAY WORSHIP GOD (I CORINTHIANS 12:13)

1 CORINTHIANS 12:13 (NLT)


13. SOME OF US ARE JEWS, SOME ARE GENTILES, SOME ARE SLAVES, AND SOME ARE FREE. BUT WE HAVE ALL BEEN BAPTIZED INTO ONE BODY BY ONE SPIRIT, AND WE ALL SHARE THE SAME SPIRIT

TO BE A CHANNEL OF GOD’S PURPOSE TO BUILD A BODY OF SAINTS BEING PERFECTED IN THE IMAGE OF HIS SON (I CORINTHIANS 12:28; I CORINTHIANS 14:12; EPHESIANS 4:11-16)
1 CORINTHIANS 12:28 (NLT)


28. HERE ARE SOME OF THE PARTS GOD HAS APPOINTED FOR THE CHURCH: 
FIRST ARE APOSTLES,
   

SECOND ARE PROPHETS,
   

THIRD ARE TEACHERS,
   

THEN THOSE WHO DO MIRACLES,
   

THOSE WHO HAVE THE GIFT OF HEALING,
   

THOSE WHO CAN HELP OTHERS,
   

THOSE WHO HAVE THE GIFT OF LEADERSHIP,
   

THOSE WHO SPEAK IN UNKNOWN LANGUAGES.

1 CORINTHIANS 14:12 (NLT)


12. AND THE SAME IS TRUE FOR YOU. SINCE YOU ARE SO EAGER TO HAVE THE SPECIAL ABILITIES THE SPIRIT GIVES, SEEK THOSE THAT WILL STRENGTHEN THE WHOLE CHURCH.

EPHESIANS 4:11-16 (NLT)


11. NOW THESE ARE THE GIFTS CHRIST GAVE TO THE CHURCH: THE APOSTLES, THE PROPHETS, THE EVANGELISTS, AND THE PASTORS AND TEACHERS.

12. THEIR RESPONSIBILITY IS TO EQUIP GOD’S PEOPLE TO DO HIS WORK AND BUILD UP THE CHURCH, THE BODY OF CHRIST.

13. THIS WILL CONTINUE UNTIL WE ALL COME TO SUCH UNITY IN OUR FAITH AND KNOWLEDGE OF GOD’S SON THAT WE WILL BE MATURE IN THE LORD, MEASURING UP TO THE FULL AND COMPLETE STANDARD OF CHRIST. 


14. THEN WE WILL NO LONGER BE IMMATURE LIKE CHILDREN. WE WON’T BE TOSSED AND BLOWN ABOUT BY EVERY WIND OF NEW TEACHING. WE WILL NOT BE INFLUENCED WHEN PEOPLE TRY TO TRICK US WITH LIES SO CLEVER THEY SOUND LIKE THE TRUTH.

15. INSTEAD, WE WILL SPEAK THE TRUTH IN LOVE, GROWING IN EVERY WAY MORE AND MORE LIKE CHRIST, WHO IS THE HEAD OF HIS BODY, THE CHURCH.

16. HE MAKES THE WHOLE BODY FIT TOGETHER PERFECTLY. AS EACH PART DOES ITS OWN SPECIAL WORK, IT HELPS THE OTHER PARTS GROW, SO THAT THE WHOLE BODY IS HEALTHY AND GROWING AND FULL OF LOVE.

NEW VISION MINISTRIES EXISTS EXPRESSLY TO GIVE CONTINUING EMPHASIS TO THIS REASON-FOR-BEING IN THE NEW TESTAMENT APOSTOLIC PATTERN BY TEACHING AND ENCOURAGING BELIEVERS TO BE BAPTIZED IN THE HOLY SPIRIT. THIS EXPERIENCE:
ENABLES THEM TO EVANGELIZE IN THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT WITH ACCOMPANYING SUPERNATURAL SIGNS (MARK 16:15-20; ACTS 4:9-31; HEBREWS 2:3-4)

MARK 16:15-20 (NLT)


15. AND THEN HE TOLD THEM, “GO INTO ALL THE WORLD AND PREACH THE GOOD NEWS TO EVERYONE.

16. ANYONE WHO BELIEVES AND IS BAPTIZED WILL BE SAVED. BUT ANYONE WHO REFUSES TO BELIEVE WILL BE CONDEMNED.

17. THESE MIRACULOUS SIGNS WILL ACCOMPANY THOSE WHO BELIEVE: THEY WILL CAST OUT DEMONS IN MY NAME, AND THEY WILL SPEAK IN NEW LANGUAGES.

18. THEY WILL BE ABLE TO HANDLE SNAKES WITH SAFETY, AND IF THEY DRINK ANYTHING POISONOUS, IT WON’T HURT THEM. THEY WILL BE ABLE TO PLACE THEIR HANDS ON THE SICK, AND THEY WILL BE HEALED.” 


19. WHEN THE LORD JESUS HAD FINISHED TALKING WITH THEM, HE WAS TAKEN UP INTO HEAVEN AND SAT DOWN IN THE PLACE OF HONOR AT GOD’S RIGHT HAND.

20. AND THE DISCIPLES WENT EVERYWHERE AND PREACHED, AND THE LORD WORKED THROUGH THEM, CONFIRMING WHAT THEY SAID BY MANY MIRACULOUS SIGNS.

ACTS 4:9-31 (NLT)


9. ARE WE BEING QUESTIONED TODAY BECAUSE WE’VE DONE A GOOD DEED FOR A CRIPPLED MAN? DO YOU WANT TO KNOW HOW HE WAS HEALED? 


10. LET ME CLEARLY STATE TO ALL OF YOU AND TO ALL THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL THAT HE WAS HEALED BY THE POWERFUL NAME OF JESUS CHRIST THE NAZARENE, THE MAN YOU CRUCIFIED BUT WHOM GOD RAISED FROM THE DEAD.


11. FOR JESUS IS THE ONE REFERRED TO IN THE SCRIPTURES, WHERE IT SAYS, ‘THE STONE THAT YOU BUILDERS REJECTED HAS NOW BECOME THE CORNERSTONE.’


12. THERE IS SALVATION IN NO ONE ELSE! GOD HAS GIVEN NO OTHER NAME UNDER HEAVEN BY WHICH WE MUST BE SAVED.” 


13. THE MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL WERE AMAZED WHEN THEY SAW THE BOLDNESS OF PETER AND JOHN, FOR THEY COULD SEE THAT THEY WERE ORDINARY MEN WITH NO SPECIAL TRAINING IN THE SCRIPTURES. THEY ALSO RECOGNIZED THEM AS MEN WHO HAD BEEN WITH JESUS.


14. BUT SINCE THEY COULD SEE THE MAN WHO HAD BEEN HEALED STANDING RIGHT THERE AMONG THEM, THERE WAS NOTHING THE COUNCIL COULD SAY.


15. SO THEY ORDERED PETER AND JOHN OUT OF THE COUNCIL CHAMBER AND CONFERRED AMONG THEMSELVES. 


16. “WHAT SHOULD WE DO WITH THESE MEN?” THEY ASKED EACH OTHER. “WE CAN’T DENY THAT THEY HAVE PERFORMED A MIRACULOUS SIGN, AND EVERYBODY IN JERUSALEM KNOWS ABOUT IT.


17. BUT TO KEEP THEM FROM SPREADING THEIR PROPAGANDA ANY FURTHER, WE MUST WARN THEM NOT TO SPEAK TO ANYONE IN JESUS’ NAME AGAIN.” 


18. SO THEY CALLED THE APOSTLES BACK IN AND COMMANDED THEM NEVER AGAIN TO SPEAK OR TEACH IN THE NAME OF JESUS. 


19. BUT PETER AND JOHN REPLIED, “DO YOU THINK GOD WANTS US TO OBEY YOU RATHER THAN HIM? 


20. WE CANNOT STOP TELLING ABOUT EVERYTHING WE HAVE SEEN AND HEARD.” 


21. THE COUNCIL THEN THREATENED THEM FURTHER, BUT THEY FINALLY LET THEM GO BECAUSE THEY DIDN’T KNOW HOW TO PUNISH THEM WITHOUT STARTING A RIOT. FOR EVERYONE WAS PRAISING GOD 


22. FOR THIS MIRACULOUS SIGN—THE HEALING OF A MAN WHO HAD BEEN LAME FOR MORE THAN FORTY YEARS. 


23. AS SOON AS THEY WERE FREED, PETER AND JOHN RETURNED TO THE OTHER BELIEVERS AND TOLD THEM WHAT THE LEADING PRIESTS AND ELDERS HAD SAID.


24. WHEN THEY HEARD THE REPORT, ALL THE BELIEVERS LIFTED THEIR VOICES TOGETHER IN PRAYER TO GOD: “O SOVEREIGN LORD, CREATOR OF HEAVEN AND EARTH, THE SEA, AND EVERYTHING IN THEM—


25. YOU SPOKE LONG AGO BY THE HOLY SPIRIT THROUGH OUR ANCESTOR DAVID, YOUR SERVANT, SAYING, ‘WHY WERE THE NATIONS SO ANGRY? WHY DID THEY WASTE THEIR TIME WITH FUTILE PLANS?



26. THE KINGS OF THE EARTH PREPARED FOR BATTLE; THE RULERS GATHERED TOGETHER AGAINST THE LORD AND AGAINST HIS MESSIAH.’ 


27. “IN FACT, THIS HAS HAPPENED HERE IN THIS VERY CITY! FOR HEROD ANTIPAS, PONTIUS PILATE THE GOVERNOR, THE GENTILES, AND THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL WERE ALL UNITED AGAINST JESUS, YOUR HOLY SERVANT, WHOM YOU ANOINTED.


28. BUT EVERYTHING THEY DID WAS DETERMINED BEFOREHAND ACCORDING TO YOUR WILL.


29. AND NOW, O LORD, HEAR THEIR THREATS, AND GIVE US, YOUR SERVANTS, GREAT BOLDNESS IN PREACHING YOUR WORD. 


30. STRETCH OUT YOUR HAND WITH HEALING POWER; MAY MIRACULOUS SIGNS AND WONDERS BE DONE THROUGH THE NAME OF YOUR HOLY SERVANT JESUS.” 


31. AFTER THIS PRAYER, THE MEETING PLACE SHOOK, AND THEY WERE ALL FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT. THEN THEY PREACHED THE WORD OF GOD WITH BOLDNESS.

HEBREWS 2:3-4 (NLT)


3. SO WHAT MAKES US THINK WE CAN ESCAPE IF WE IGNORE THIS GREAT SALVATION THAT WAS FIRST ANNOUNCED BY THE LORD JESUS HIMSELF AND THEN DELIVERED TO US BY THOSE WHO HEARD HIM SPEAK? 

4. AND GOD CONFIRMED THE MESSAGE BY GIVING SIGNS AND WONDERS AND VARIOUS MIRACLES AND GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT WHENEVER HE CHOSE.

ADDS A NECESSARY DIMENSION TO A WORSHIPFUL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
(I CORINTHIANS 2:10-16; I CORINTHIANS 12-14)

1 CORINTHIANS 2:10-16 (NLT)


10. BUT IT WAS TO US THAT GOD REVEALED THESE THINGS BY HIS SPIRIT. FOR HIS SPIRIT SEARCHES OUT EVERYTHING AND SHOWS US GOD’S DEEP SECRETS.

11. NO ONE CAN KNOW A PERSON’S THOUGHTS EXCEPT THAT PERSON’S OWN SPIRIT, AND NO ONE CAN KNOW GOD’S THOUGHTS EXCEPT GOD’S OWN SPIRIT. 

12. AND WE HAVE RECEIVED GOD’S SPIRIT (NOT THE WORLD’S SPIRIT), SO WE CAN KNOW THE WONDERFUL THINGS GOD HAS FREELY GIVEN US. 


13. WHEN WE TELL YOU THESE THINGS, WE DO NOT USE WORDS THAT COME FROM HUMAN WISDOM. INSTEAD, WE SPEAK WORDS GIVEN TO US BY THE SPIRIT, USING THE SPIRIT’S WORDS TO EXPLAIN SPIRITUAL TRUTHS.

14. BUT PEOPLE WHO AREN’T SPIRITUAL CAN’T RECEIVE THESE TRUTHS FROM GOD’S SPIRIT. IT ALL SOUNDS FOOLISH TO THEM AND THEY CAN’T UNDERSTAND IT, FOR ONLY THOSE WHO ARE SPIRITUAL CAN UNDERSTAND WHAT THE SPIRIT MEANS.

15. THOSE WHO ARE SPIRITUAL CAN EVALUATE ALL THINGS, BUT THEY THEMSELVES CANNOT BE EVALUATED BY OTHERS.

16. FOR, “WHO CAN KNOW THE LORD’S THOUGHTS? WHO KNOWS ENOUGH TO TEACH HIM?” BUT WE UNDERSTAND THESE THINGS, FOR WE HAVE THE MIND OF CHRIST.

I CORINTHIANS 12-14

ENABLES THEM TO RESPOND TO THE FULL WORKING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN EXPRESSION OF FRUIT AND GIFTS AND MINISTRIES AS IN NEW TESTAMENT TIMES FOR THE EDIFYING OF THE BODY OF CHRIST (I CORINTHIANS 12:28; I CORINTHIANS 14:12; GALATIANS 5:22-26; EPHESIANS 4:11-12; COLOSSIANS 1:29)
1 CORINTHIANS 12:28 (NLT)


28. HERE ARE SOME OF THE PARTS GOD HAS APPOINTED FOR THE CHURCH: 
FIRST ARE APOSTLES,
   

SECOND ARE PROPHETS,
   

THIRD ARE TEACHERS,
   

THEN THOSE WHO DO MIRACLES,
   

THOSE WHO HAVE THE GIFT OF HEALING,
   

THOSE WHO CAN HELP OTHERS,
   

THOSE WHO HAVE THE GIFT OF LEADERSHIP,
   

THOSE WHO SPEAK IN UNKNOWN LANGUAGES.

1 CORINTHIANS 14:12 (NLT)


12. AND THE SAME IS TRUE FOR YOU. SINCE YOU ARE SO EAGER TO HAVE THE SPECIAL ABILITIES THE SPIRIT GIVES, SEEK THOSE THAT WILL STRENGTHEN THE WHOLE CHURCH.

GALATIANS 5:22-26 (NLT)


22. BUT THE HOLY SPIRIT PRODUCES THIS KIND OF FRUIT IN OUR LIVES: LOVE, JOY, PEACE, PATIENCE, KINDNESS, GOODNESS, FAITHFULNESS,


23. GENTLENESS, AND SELF-CONTROL. THERE IS NO LAW AGAINST THESE THINGS! 


24. THOSE WHO BELONG TO CHRIST JESUS HAVE NAILED THE PASSIONS AND DESIRES OF THEIR SINFUL NATURE TO HIS CROSS AND CRUCIFIED THEM THERE. 


25. SINCE WE ARE LIVING BY THE SPIRIT, LET US FOLLOW THE SPIRIT’S LEADING IN EVERY PART OF OUR LIVES.


26. LET US NOT BECOME CONCEITED, OR PROVOKE ONE ANOTHER, OR BE JEALOUS OF ONE ANOTHER.

EPHESIANS 4:11-12 (NLT)


11. NOW THESE ARE THE GIFTS CHRIST GAVE TO THE CHURCH: THE APOSTLES, THE PROPHETS, THE EVANGELISTS, AND THE PASTORS AND TEACHERS.


12. THEIR RESPONSIBILITY IS TO EQUIP GOD’S PEOPLE TO DO HIS WORK AND BUILD UP THE CHURCH, THE BODY OF CHRIST.

COLOSSIANS 1:29 (NLT)


29. THAT’S WHY I WORK AND STRUGGLE SO HARD, DEPENDING ON CHRIST’S MIGHTY POWER THAT WORKS WITHIN ME.

10.
THE MINISTRY
A DIVINELY CALLED AND SCRIPTURALLY ORDAINED MINISTRY HAS BEEN PROVIDED BY OUR LORD FOR THE THREEFOLD PURPOSE OF LEADING THE CHURCH IN:
EVANGELIZATION OF THE WORLD (MARK 16:15-20)

MARK 16:15-20 (NLT)


15. AND THEN HE TOLD THEM, “GO INTO ALL THE WORLD AND PREACH THE GOOD NEWS TO EVERYONE.

16. ANYONE WHO BELIEVES AND IS BAPTIZED WILL BE SAVED. BUT ANYONE WHO REFUSES TO BELIEVE WILL BE CONDEMNED.

17. THESE MIRACULOUS SIGNS WILL ACCOMPANY THOSE WHO BELIEVE: THEY WILL CAST OUT DEMONS IN MY NAME, AND THEY WILL SPEAK IN NEW LANGUAGES.

18. THEY WILL BE ABLE TO HANDLE SNAKES WITH SAFETY, AND IF THEY DRINK ANYTHING POISONOUS, IT WON’T HURT THEM. THEY WILL BE ABLE TO PLACE THEIR HANDS ON THE SICK, AND THEY WILL BE HEALED.” 


19. WHEN THE LORD JESUS HAD FINISHED TALKING WITH THEM, HE WAS TAKEN UP INTO HEAVEN AND SAT DOWN IN THE PLACE OF HONOR AT GOD’S RIGHT HAND.

20. AND THE DISCIPLES WENT EVERYWHERE AND PREACHED, AND THE LORD WORKED THROUGH THEM, CONFIRMING WHAT THEY SAID BY MANY MIRACULOUS SIGNS.

WORSHIP OF GOD (JOHN 4:23-24)
JOHN 4:23-24 (NLT)


23. BUT THE TIME IS COMING—INDEED IT’S HERE NOW—WHEN TRUE WORSHIPERS WILL WORSHIP THE FATHER IN SPIRIT AND IN TRUTH. THE FATHER IS LOOKING FOR THOSE WHO WILL WORSHIP HIM THAT WAY. 

24. FOR GOD IS SPIRIT, SO THOSE WHO WORSHIP HIM MUST WORSHIP IN SPIRIT AND IN TRUTH.”

BUILDING A BODY OF SAINTS BEING PERFECTED IN THE IMAGE OF HIS SON (EPH. 4:11,16)
EPHESIANS 4:11, 16 (NLT)


11. NOW THESE ARE THE GIFTS CHRIST GAVE TO THE CHURCH: THE APOSTLES, THE PROPHETS, THE EVANGELISTS, AND THE PASTORS AND TEACHERS.
 
16. HE MAKES THE WHOLE BODY FIT TOGETHER PERFECTLY. AS EACH PART DOES ITS OWN SPECIAL WORK, IT HELPS THE OTHER PARTS GROW, SO THAT THE WHOLE BODY IS HEALTHY AND GROWING AND FULL OF LOVE.

11.
HEALING
DIVINE HEALING IS AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE GOSPEL. DELIVERANCE FROM SICKNESS IS PROVIDED FOR IN THE ATONEMENT, AND IS THE PRIVILEGE OF ALL BELIEVERS (ISAIAH 53:4-5; MATTHEW 8:16-17; JAMES 5:14-16).
ISAIAH 53:4-5 (NLT)


4. YET IT WAS OUR WEAKNESSES HE CARRIED; IT WAS OUR SORROWS THAT WEIGHED HIM DOWN. AND WE THOUGHT HIS TROUBLES WERE A PUNISHMENT FROM GOD, A PUNISHMENT FOR HIS OWN SINS!


5. BUT HE WAS PIERCED FOR OUR REBELLION, CRUSHED FOR OUR SINS.
HE WAS BEATEN SO WE COULD BE WHOLE.  HE WAS WHIPPED SO WE COULD BE HEALED.

MATTHEW 8:16-17 (NLT)


16. THAT EVENING MANY DEMON-POSSESSED PEOPLE WERE BROUGHT TO JESUS. HE CAST OUT THE EVIL SPIRITS WITH A SIMPLE COMMAND, AND HE HEALED ALL THE SICK.

17. THIS FULFILLED THE WORD OF THE LORD THROUGH THE PROPHET ISAIAH, WHO SAID, “HE TOOK OUR SICKNESSES AND REMOVED OUR DISEASES.”

JAMES 5:14-16 (NLT)


14. ARE ANY OF YOU SICK? YOU SHOULD CALL FOR THE ELDERS OF THE CHURCH TO COME AND PRAY OVER YOU, ANOINTING YOU WITH OIL IN THE NAME OF THE LORD.

15. SUCH A PRAYER OFFERED IN FAITH WILL HEAL THE SICK, AND THE LORD WILL MAKE YOU WELL. AND IF YOU HAVE COMMITTED ANY SINS, YOU WILL BE FORGIVEN. 


16. CONFESS YOUR SINS TO EACH OTHER AND PRAY FOR EACH OTHER SO THAT YOU MAY BE HEALED. THE EARNEST PRAYER OF A RIGHTEOUS PERSON HAS GREAT POWER AND PRODUCES WONDERFUL RESULTS

12. 
THE BLESSED HOPE
THE RESURRECTION OF THOSE WHO HAVE FALLEN ASLEEP IN CHRIST AND THEIR TRANSLATION TOGETHER WITH THOSE WHO ARE ALIVE AND REMAIN UNTO THE COMING OF THE LORD IS THE IMMINENT AND BLESSED HOPE OF THE CHURCH (ROMANS 8:23; I CORINTHIANS 15:51-52; I THESSALONIANS 4:16-17; TITUS 2:13).
ROMANS 8:23 (NLT)


23. AND WE BELIEVERS ALSO GROAN, EVEN THOUGH WE HAVE THE HOLY SPIRIT WITHIN US AS A FORETASTE OF FUTURE GLORY, FOR WE LONG FOR OUR BODIES TO BE RELEASED FROM SIN AND SUFFERING. WE, TOO, WAIT WITH EAGER HOPE FOR THE DAY WHEN GOD WILL GIVE US OUR FULL RIGHTS AS HIS ADOPTED CHILDREN,[A] INCLUDING THE NEW BODIES HE HAS PROMISED US. 

1 CORINTHIANS 15:51-52 (NLT)


51. BUT LET ME REVEAL TO YOU A WONDERFUL SECRET. WE WILL NOT ALL DIE, BUT WE WILL ALL BE TRANSFORMED!

52. IT WILL HAPPEN IN A MOMENT, IN THE BLINK OF AN EYE, WHEN THE LAST TRUMPET IS BLOWN. FOR WHEN THE TRUMPET SOUNDS, THOSE WHO HAVE DIED WILL BE RAISED TO LIVE FOREVER. AND WE WHO ARE LIVING WILL ALSO BE TRANSFORMED. 

1 THESSALONIANS 4:16-17 (NLT)


16. FOR THE LORD HIMSELF WILL COME DOWN FROM HEAVEN WITH A COMMANDING SHOUT, WITH THE VOICE OF THE ARCHANGEL, AND WITH THE TRUMPET CALL OF GOD. FIRST, THE CHRISTIANS WHO HAVE DIED WILL RISE FROM THEIR GRAVES.

17. THEN, TOGETHER WITH THEM, WE WHO ARE STILL ALIVE AND REMAIN ON THE EARTH WILL BE CAUGHT UP IN THE CLOUDS TO MEET THE LORD IN THE AIR. THEN WE WILL BE WITH THE LORD FOREVER.

TITUS 2:13 (NLT)


13. WHILE WE LOOK FORWARD WITH HOPE TO THAT WONDERFUL DAY WHEN THE GLORY OF OUR GREAT GOD AND SAVIOR, JESUS CHRIST, WILL BE REVEALED.

13. 
THE MILLENNIAL REIGN
THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST INCLUDES THE RAPTURE OF THE SAINTS, WHICH IS OUR BLESSED HOPE, FOLLOWED BY THE VISIBLE RETURN OF CHRIST WITH HIS SAINTS TO REIGN ON THE EARTH FOR ONE THOUSAND YEARS (ZECHARIAH 14:5; MATTHEW 24:27, 30; REVELATION 1:7; REVELATION 19:11-14; REVELATION 20:1-6). 
ZECHARIAH 14:5 (NLT)


5. YOU WILL FLEE THROUGH THIS VALLEY, FOR IT WILL REACH ACROSS TO AZAL. YES, YOU WILL FLEE AS YOU DID FROM THE EARTHQUAKE IN THE DAYS OF KING UZZIAH OF JUDAH. THEN THE LORD MY GOD WILL COME, AND ALL HIS HOLY ONES WITH HIM

MATTHEW 24:27, 30 (NLT)


27. FOR AS THE LIGHTNING FLASHES IN THE EAST AND SHINES TO THE WEST, SO IT WILL BE WHEN THE SON OF MAN COMES.

28. JUST AS THE GATHERING OF VULTURES SHOWS THERE IS A CARCASS NEARBY, SO THESE SIGNS INDICATE THAT THE END IS NEAR. 


29. “IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE ANGUISH OF THOSE DAYS, THE SUN WILL BE DARKENED, THE MOON WILL GIVE NO LIGHT, THE STARS WILL FALL FROM THE SKY, AND THE POWERS IN THE HEAVENS WILL BE SHAKEN. 


30. AND THEN AT LAST, THE SIGN THAT THE SON OF MAN IS COMING WILL APPEAR IN THE HEAVENS, AND THERE WILL BE DEEP MOURNING AMONG ALL THE PEOPLES OF THE EARTH. AND THEY WILL SEE THE SON OF MAN COMING ON THE CLOUDS OF HEAVEN WITH POWER AND GREAT GLORY.[
REVELATION 1:7 (NLT)


7. LOOK! HE COMES WITH THE CLOUDS OF HEAVEN. AND EVERYONE WILL SEE HIM—EVEN THOSE WHO PIERCED HIM. AND ALL THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD WILL MOURN FOR HIM. YES! AMEN!

REVELATION 19:11-14 (NLT)


11. THEN I SAW HEAVEN OPENED, AND A WHITE HORSE WAS STANDING THERE. ITS RIDER WAS NAMED FAITHFUL AND TRUE, FOR HE JUDGES FAIRLY AND WAGES A RIGHTEOUS WAR.

12. HIS EYES WERE LIKE FLAMES OF FIRE, AND ON HIS HEAD WERE MANY CROWNS. A NAME WAS WRITTEN ON HIM THAT NO ONE UNDERSTOOD EXCEPT HIMSELF.

13. HE WORE A ROBE DIPPED IN BLOOD, AND HIS TITLE WAS THE WORD OF GOD. 

14. THE ARMIES OF HEAVEN, DRESSED IN THE FINEST OF PURE WHITE LINEN, FOLLOWED HIM ON WHITE HORSES. 

REVELATION 20:1-6 (NLT)


1. THEN I SAW AN ANGEL COMING DOWN FROM HEAVEN WITH THE KEY TO THE BOTTOMLESS PIT AND A HEAVY CHAIN IN HIS HAND.

2. HE SEIZED THE DRAGON—THAT OLD SERPENT, WHO IS THE DEVIL, SATAN—AND BOUND HIM IN CHAINS FOR A THOUSAND YEARS.

3. THE ANGEL THREW HIM INTO THE BOTTOMLESS PIT, WHICH HE THEN SHUT AND LOCKED SO SATAN COULD NOT DECEIVE THE NATIONS ANYMORE UNTIL THE THOUSAND YEARS WERE FINISHED. AFTERWARD HE MUST BE RELEASED FOR A LITTLE WHILE. 


4. THEN I SAW THRONES, AND THE PEOPLE SITTING ON THEM HAD BEEN GIVEN THE AUTHORITY TO JUDGE. AND I SAW THE SOULS OF THOSE WHO HAD BEEN BEHEADED FOR THEIR TESTIMONY ABOUT JESUS AND FOR PROCLAIMING THE WORD OF GOD. THEY HAD NOT WORSHIPED THE BEAST OR HIS STATUE, NOR ACCEPTED HIS MARK ON THEIR FOREHEAD OR THEIR HANDS. THEY ALL CAME TO LIFE AGAIN, AND THEY REIGNED WITH CHRIST FOR A THOUSAND YEARS. 


5. THIS IS THE FIRST RESURRECTION. (THE REST OF THE DEAD DID NOT COME BACK TO LIFE UNTIL THE THOUSAND YEARS HAD ENDED.) 

6. BLESSED AND HOLY ARE THOSE WHO SHARE IN THE FIRST RESURRECTION. FOR THEM THE SECOND DEATH HOLDS NO POWER, BUT THEY WILL BE PRIESTS OF GOD AND OF CHRIST AND WILL REIGN WITH HIM A THOUSAND YEARS.

THIS MILLENNIAL REIGN WILL BRING THE SALVATION OF NATIONAL ISRAEL (EZEKIEL 37:21-22; ZEPHANIAH 3:19-20; ROMANS 11:26-27; ISAIAH 11:6-9; MICAH 4:3-4).
EZEKIEL 37:21-22 (NLT)


21. AND GIVE THEM THIS MESSAGE FROM THE SOVEREIGN LORD: I WILL GATHER THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL FROM AMONG THE NATIONS. I WILL BRING THEM HOME TO THEIR OWN LAND FROM THE PLACES WHERE THEY HAVE BEEN SCATTERED. 

22. I WILL UNIFY THEM INTO ONE NATION ON THE MOUNTAINS OF ISRAEL. ONE KING WILL RULE THEM ALL; NO LONGER WILL THEY BE DIVIDED INTO TWO NATIONS OR INTO TWO KINGDOMS. 

ZEPHANIAH 3:19-20 (NLT)



19. AND I WILL DEAL SEVERELY WITH ALL WHO HAVE OPPRESSED YOU. I WILL SAVE THE WEAK AND HELPLESS ONES; I WILL BRING TOGETHER THOSE WHO WERE CHASED AWAY. I WILL GIVE GLORY AND FAME TO MY FORMER EXILES, WHEREVER THEY HAVE BEEN MOCKED AND SHAMED.


20. ON THAT DAY I WILL GATHER YOU TOGETHER AND BRING YOU HOME AGAIN. I WILL GIVE YOU A GOOD NAME, A NAME OF DISTINCTION, AMONG ALL THE NATIONS OF THE EARTH, AS I RESTORE YOUR FORTUNES BEFORE THEIR VERY EYES. I, THE LORD, HAVE SPOKEN!”

ROMANS 11:26-27 (NLT)


26. AND SO ALL ISRAEL WILL BE SAVED. AS THE SCRIPTURES SAY, “THE ONE WHO RESCUES WILL COME FROM JERUSALEM, AND HE WILL TURN ISRAEL AWAY FROM UNGODLINESS.

27. AND THIS IS MY COVENANT WITH THEM, THAT I WILL TAKE AWAY THEIR SINS.”

ISAIAH 11:6-9 (NLT)


6. IN THAT DAY THE WOLF AND THE LAMB WILL LIVE TOGETHER; THE LEOPARD WILL LIE DOWN WITH THE BABY GOAT. THE CALF AND THE YEARLING WILL BE SAFE WITH THE LION, AND A LITTLE CHILD WILL LEAD THEM ALL.

7. THE COW WILL GRAZE NEAR THE BEAR. THE CUB AND THE CALF WILL LIE DOWN TOGETHER. THE LION WILL EAT HAY LIKE A COW.


8. THE BABY WILL PLAY SAFELY NEAR THE HOLE OF A COBRA. YES, A LITTLE CHILD WILL PUT ITS HAND IN A NEST OF DEADLY SNAKES WITHOUT HARM.

9. NOTHING WILL HURT OR DESTROY IN ALL MY HOLY MOUNTAIN, FOR AS THE WATERS FILL THE SEA, SO THE EARTH WILL BE FILLED WITH PEOPLE WHO KNOW THE LORD
MICAH 4:3-4 (NLT)



3. THE LORD WILL MEDIATE BETWEEN PEOPLES AND WILL SETTLE DISPUTES BETWEEN STRONG NATIONS FAR AWAY. THEY WILL HAMMER THEIR SWORDS INTO PLOWSHARES AND THEIR SPEARS INTO PRUNING HOOKS. NATION WILL NO LONGER FIGHT AGAINST NATION, NOR TRAIN FOR WAR ANYMORE.

4. EVERYONE WILL LIVE IN PEACE AND PROSPERITY, ENJOYING THEIR OWN GRAPEVINES AND FIG TREES, FOR THERE WILL BE NOTHING TO FEAR. THE LORD OF HEAVEN’S ARMIES HAS MADE THIS PROMISE!

14. 
THE FINAL JUDGMENT
THERE WILL BE A FINAL JUDGMENT IN WHICH THE WICKED DEAD WILL BE RAISED AND JUDGED ACCORDING TO THEIR WORKS. WHOSOEVER IS NOT FOUND WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF LIFE, TOGETHER WITH THE DEVIL AND HIS ANGELS, THE BEAST AND THE FALSE PROPHET, WILL BE CONSIGNED TO EVERLASTING PUNISHMENT IN THE LAKE WHICH BURNS WITH FIRE AND BRIMSTONE, WHICH IS THE SECOND DEATH (MATTHEW 25:46; MARK 9:43-48; REVELATION 19:20; REVELATION 20:11-15; REVELATION 21:8).
MATTHEW 25:46 (NLT)


46. “AND THEY WILL GO AWAY INTO ETERNAL PUNISHMENT, BUT THE RIGHTEOUS WILL GO INTO ETERNAL LIFE.”

MARK 9:43-48 (NKJV)


43. IF YOUR HAND CAUSES YOU TO SIN, CUT IT OFF. IT IS BETTER FOR YOU TO ENTER INTO LIFE MAIMED, RATHER THAN HAVING TWO HANDS, TO GO TO HELL, INTO THE FIRE THAT SHALL NEVER BE QUENCHED

44. WHERE ‘THEIR WORM DOES NOT DIE AND THE FIRE IS NOT QUENCHED.’


45. AND IF YOUR FOOT CAUSES YOU TO SIN, CUT IT OFF. IT IS BETTER FOR YOU TO ENTER LIFE LAME, RATHER THAN HAVING TWO FEET, TO BE CAST INTO HELL, INTO THE FIRE THAT SHALL NEVER BE QUENCHED

46. WHERE ‘THEIR WORM DOES NOT DIE AND THE FIRE IS NOT QUENCHED.’
    


47. AND IF YOUR EYE CAUSES YOU TO SIN, PLUCK IT OUT. IT IS BETTER FOR YOU TO ENTER THE KINGDOM OF GOD WITH ONE EYE, RATHER THAN HAVING TWO EYES, TO BE CAST INTO HELL FIRE

48. WHERE ‘THEIR WORM DOES NOT DIE AND THE FIRE IS NOT QUENCHED.

REVELATION 19:20 (NKJV)


20. THEN THE BEAST WAS CAPTURED, AND WITH HIM THE FALSE PROPHET WHO WORKED SIGNS IN HIS PRESENCE, BY WHICH HE DECEIVED THOSE WHO RECEIVED THE MARK OF THE BEAST AND THOSE WHO WORSHIPED HIS IMAGE. THESE TWO WERE CAST ALIVE INTO THE LAKE OF FIRE BURNING WITH BRIMSTONE.

REVELATION 20:11-15 (NLT)


11. AND I SAW A GREAT WHITE THRONE AND THE ONE SITTING ON IT. THE EARTH AND SKY FLED FROM HIS PRESENCE, BUT THEY FOUND NO PLACE TO HIDE. 

12. I SAW THE DEAD, BOTH GREAT AND SMALL, STANDING BEFORE GOD’S THRONE. AND THE BOOKS WERE OPENED, INCLUDING THE BOOK OF LIFE. AND THE DEAD WERE JUDGED ACCORDING TO WHAT THEY HAD DONE, AS RECORDED IN THE BOOKS.

13. THE SEA GAVE UP ITS DEAD, AND DEATH AND THE GRAVE GAVE UP THEIR DEAD. AND ALL WERE JUDGED ACCORDING TO THEIR DEEDS.

14. THEN DEATH AND THE GRAVE WERE THROWN INTO THE LAKE OF FIRE. THIS LAKE OF FIRE IS THE SECOND DEATH. 

15. AND ANYONE WHOSE NAME WAS NOT FOUND RECORDED IN THE BOOK OF LIFE WAS THROWN INTO THE LAKE OF FIRE.

REVELATION 21:8 (NLT)


8. “BUT COWARDS, UNBELIEVERS, THE CORRUPT, MURDERERS, THE IMMORAL, THOSE WHO PRACTICE WITCHCRAFT, IDOL WORSHIPERS, AND ALL LIARS—THEIR FATE IS IN THE FIERY LAKE OF BURNING SULFUR. THIS IS THE SECOND DEATH.”

15. 
THE NEW HEAVEN AND THE NEW EARTH
“WE, ACCORDING TO HIS PROMISE, LOOK FOR NEW HEAVENS AND A NEW EARTH, WHEREIN DWELLETH RIGHTEOUSNESS” (II PETER 3:13; SEE ALSO REVELATION 21 AND REVELATION 22).
2 PETER 3:13 (NLT)

13. BUT WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO THE NEW HEAVENS AND NEW EARTH HE HAS PROMISED, A WORLD FILLED WITH GOD’S RIGHTEOUSNESS.

REVELATION 21
REVELATION 22
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